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A Longer Look at the Lessons—Matthew 18:1-20 
September 6, 2020 

 
When Cain killed his brother Abel and was confronted by God, he tried to 

excuse himself from responsibility by asking, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” However, 
God’s second basic command is “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” In the 
family of man, we are responsible for one another just because we are God’s creatures 
together. In the Christian family, the Body of Christ, we have even greater reason for 
responsible, caring love for one another: we together have been redeemed by Christ, 
and His Spirit lives in us. (See 1 John 4:19–21.)  

 
66. “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” What does asking the 

question reveal about the questioners? How did Jesus deflate any such indications of 
self-importance in the Kingdom?  

 
 
67. How did Jesus emphasize the importance of responsibility for the spiritual 

welfare of our fellow Christians? How did He show that Christians should go to any 
length to avoid willful sinning ourselves?  

 
 
Jesus repeated His gift of the Keys of the Kingdom, bestowing the authority to 

represent Him in human interaction on all of His disciples. He shows us that 
sometimes, love for a brother or sister in Christ has to be “tough love”—love that 
admonishes and corrects and, we hope, restores the erring. This is why our Lord 
“places the solitary into a family,” also in the context of the Church. We are not alone 
as Christians; we have brothers and sisters with whom we are one Body in Christ.  

In that Body, we love to use the “right-hand key” to assure one another that we 
are forgiven. But sometimes also the “left-hand key,” which binds the sins of the 
unrepentant to them, must be used. The practice of church discipline and its goals are 
clearly spelled out here. It is always to be person oriented, more concerned about 
restoring erring people than about issues. But it is indispensable to the Christian 
community. Disciple and discipline are basically the same word and cannot be 
separated as we follow Jesus.  

 
68. “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault.” What kind of 

sins are included in this, and what kind of sins are excluded in applying Jesus’ 
instruction?  

 



 
69. The sin may be public, an offense to the whole Body of the Church, and not 

just a sin against an individual. Give an example of an obvious sin of commission and 
of an obvious sin of omission that would require bold, personal, loving admonition.  

 
 
70. Why is the first step always to be “between you and him alone”? What 

happens if this first private step is bypassed and others are involved immediately? 
What does “If he listens to you” imply? To what have you “gained your brother”?  

 
 
If he will not listen, taking one or two with you adds weight.  
 
71. Who would these “one or two others” probably be in the life of a 

congregation? Who are “the church” to whom a refusal to repent is to be reported?  
 
 
72. What does it mean for the Church to treat the stubbornly unrepentant “as a 

Gentile and a tax collector”?  
 
 
Excommunication, after persistent, loving admonition, simply recognizes and 

makes clear to the sinner that unrepentant sin is a sinner choosing to be lost and 
rebuffing the Seeker. It is the most powerful application of the either/or demands of 
the Gospel.  

“If two of you agree . . . , it will be done for them.” Symphonein means agreeing 
after having rehearsed and discussed a matter sufficiently.  

 
73. Is this an open-ended promise that God will do whatever two Christians 

might agree on?  
 
 
74. What is the source of power behind this agreement of the Church in prayer?  



A Longer Look at the Lessons—Matthew 18:21–35  
September 13, 2020 

Jesus gave the Keys of the Kingdom to Peter, then extended this authority to 
speak for Him to all His disciples. He focused on the loving concern that reaches out 
also with admonition in Jesus’ name to a brother or sister who is deadening his or her 
relationship with Jesus through evident willful sin or persistent neglect of Word and 
Sacrament. Peter then came to Jesus with a question that revealed that he had 
understood that the point of the power of the Keys is to give forgiveness in Jesus’ name 
to those who repent. The purpose is to include, not to exclude; to reconcile, not to 
reject.  

85. What does Peter’s “How often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive 
him?” say about this matter of forgiving those who have offended or hurt us?  

 

86. What was Jesus suggesting with His “seventy times seven”?  

 

87. Is it realistic to think of continuing to forgive someone whose “repentances” 
are short-lived and who just continues to offend and hurt you?  

 

88. Why is it important to you that you learn to forgive those who offend and 
hurt you? (See Matthew 6:12, 14–15.)  

 

Franzmann says in Follow Me: “There is a Must of forgiveness in the disciple’s 
life. . .. Forgiveness is the ground the disciple walks on, and the air he breathes. . .. The 
disciple who will not live toward his fellow disciple by the forgiving word which he has 
heard from his God has forfeited the forgiving word of God. If he violates the 
fellowship with the brother whom God has placed beside him, he forfeits his 
fellowship with God” (p. 154).  

89. What does your forgiveness do to and for the one you forgive?  



 

Only Matthew provides us with this powerful parable of the unmerciful servant. 
We readily understand its point. Also there is an extreme contrast between the two 
amounts owed. The hundred denarii owed by the fellow servant was not an 
insignificant sum. It represented a hundred days’ wages. But it becomes insignificant 
when compared with ten thousand talents.  

90. Why did the king’s gracious forgiveness of the unmerciful servant’s debt not 
have the desired effect on the servant? 

  

91. How necessary is it for us to learn the lesson of forgiveness taught by Jesus’ 
parable? (See Mark 11:25.)  

 

92. How can we get power to grow in our readiness to “forgive your brother 
from your heart”?  

 

 



A Longer Look at the Lessons—Matthew 20:1-16 
September 20, 2020 

This is another of the parables found only in Matthew’s Gospel. It offers us a 
straightforward lesson, the point of which is not hard to determine and understand. It 
is helpful, however, to see it in context. During His interaction with the rich young 
man who wanted to know what he had to do to get eternal life (Matthew 19:16–30), 
Jesus had challenged him to change the whole focus of his life by giving his wealth to 
the poor and coming to follow Him. The young man had gone away sad, “for he had 
great possessions” (v. 22). Then Jesus had turned to His disciples to say, “It is easier 
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the 
kingdom of God” (v. 24). And they had responded, “Who then can be saved?” (v. 25).  

Jesus had given the needed direction to His disciples’ thinking by responding to 
their question: “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” 
Peter then boldly—and honestly—said, “We have left everything and followed You. 
What then will we have?” Read Jesus’ response in verses 28–30.  

103. What privileged position did Jesus promise His apostles? How did He 
expand His assurances to include all of His followers?  

 

Jesus ended His comments with a mashal, a pithy, cryptic statement intended for 
mulling over and chewing on. He repeated it at the end of this parable, so the parable 
surely is an expansion of what had preceded it.  

A denarius was the usual pay for a day laborer, who usually worked from sunup 
to sundown, 6 a.m.–6 p.m., to earn his pay. Often his ability to feed his family for 
another day depended on his being hired. The point of Jesus’ parable hinges on the 
landowner’s hiring workers at various times during the day and then paying them all 
the same wage, a denarius.  

104. What was Jesus teaching about the Kingdom with this parable? What 
would be a comparable situation in the life of the Church today?  

 

105. What was Jesus warning against by having the landowner ask, “Do you 
begrudge my generosity?” (20:15).  



 

106. In the light of the parable, interpret Jesus’ mashal that “The last will be first, 
and the first last.”  

 



A Longer Look at the Lessons—Matthew 21:23-32 
September 27, 2020 

Jesus had entered Jerusalem to the acclaim of the crowd because He deliberately 
fulfilled the ancient prophecy about the meek King who would come riding on a 
donkey. He had cleansed the temple area, driving out the concessionaires who were 
buying and selling there, and overturning the tables of the moneychangers.  

As Jesus continued to teach in the temple courts, the chief priests and elders 
approached Him with their challenge: “By what authority are You doing these things, 
and who gave You this authority?” Jesus, as He often did, just turned their question 
back to them by asking them about John the Baptist and his calling people to 
repentance and Baptism; they had not acknowledged John as a prophet from God. 
“From where did it come? From heaven or from man?” Jesus asked. When they 
wouldn’t give Him a definitive answer, Jesus said He would not answer their question 
either— which implied that He would not accept their authority to question Him. Then 
He told the parable of the two sons, another parable found only in Matthew, in the 
temple courts on Monday or Tuesday of Holy Week.  

119. Jesus’ parable was aimed at the chief priests and elders, but it forces us to 
do thoughtful introspection too. What is the point of the parable?  

 

120. What was “the way of righteousness” in which John came to the people? 
(See Matthew 3:1–2; Luke 3:7–18.) How were the tax collectors and the prostitutes like 
the first son in their approach to the Kingdom? How were the religious authorities like 
the second son? What does this parable say to us for our life as Christians?  

 

We can readily see ourselves in the attitudes and actions of both sons. We do 
say no to God’s clear commands at times and then repent and try again to do His will. 
At other times we say a willing yes and then never get around to carrying out our 
intentions and promises.  

121. Which do you find more difficult to correct in your Christian living, a no 
that resists or rejects God’s call and command or a yes that has trouble getting beyond 
words and good intentions? What is required in both instances? (See Galatians 5:22–
25; 6:7–10.)  


