First Sunday of Advent
November 29, 2020
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Tune and text: Public domain
Holy Baptism: Alternate Form Based on Luther’s Baptism Rite

The candidate(s), sponsors, and family gather with the pastor at the entrance of the nave or at
the font.

When candidates are unable to speak for themselves, the sponsors answer the questions on their

behalf.
Stand

(P} Dearly beloved, Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.” In the last chapter of Mark our Lord promises, “Whoever believes and is
baptized will be saved.” And the apostle Peter has written, “Baptism now saves you.”



The Word of God also teaches that we are all conceived and born sinful and are
under the power of the devil until Christ claims us as His own.

The pastor makes the sign of the holy cross upon the forehead and heart of the candidate while

saying:

(P)

Receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your I+ forehead and upon your I« heart
to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the crucified.

One or both of the following may be prayed. When only one is prayed, the second is the
preferred choice.

(P)

Let us pray.

O almighty and eternal God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we pray on behalf of
Your servant(s) Tegan, who ask(s) for the gift of Your Baptism and desire(s) Your
eternal grace through spiritual rebirth. Receive her, Lord, according to Your promise:
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be
opened to you.” Now give Your blessing to her who ask(s) and open the door to ker
who knock(s), so that [he/she/they] may obtain the eternal blessing of this heavenly
bath and receive the promised kingdom that You give; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord.

Amen.

Almighty and eternal God, according to Your strict judgment You condemned the
unbelieving world through the flood, yet according to Your great mercy You
preserved believing Noah and his family, eight souls in all. You drowned hard-
hearted Pharaoh and all his host in the Red Sea, yet led Your people Israel through
the water on dry ground, foreshadowing this washing of Your Holy Baptism.
Through the Baptism in the Jordan of Your beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, You
sanctified and instituted all waters to be a blessed flood and a lavish washing away of
sin.

We pray that You would behold Tegan according to Your boundless mercy and bless
her with true faith by the Holy Spirit, that through this saving flood all sin in ker,
which has been inherited from Adam and which she herself has committed since,
would be drowned and die. Grant that she be kept safe and secure in the holy ark of
the Christian Church, being separated from the multitude of unbelievers and serving
Your name at all times with a fervent spirit and a joyful hope, so that, with all
believers in Your promise, she would be declared worthy of eternal life; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Hear the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.

They brought young children to [Jesus] that He might touch them; but the disciples
rebuked those who brought them. But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased



and said to them, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of
such is the kingdom of God. Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the
kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it.” And He took them up in
His arms, put His hands on them, and blessed them.

The pastor places his hands on the head of the candidate, and the congregation joins in praying:

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

If the baptismal party has stood at the entrance of the nave to this point, they now move to the
font. A hymn may be sung during the procession.

Processional Hymn

(P} The Lord preserve your coming in and your going out from this time forth and even
I forevermore.
Amen.

Sit
The pastor addresses the candidate(s) and asks the following questions:

Tegan, do you renounce the devil?
Yes, I renounce him.

Do you renounce all his works?
Yes, I renounce them.

Do you renounce all his ways?
Yes, I renounce them.

Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth?
Yes, I believe.
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P] Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the
dead; He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence He will come to judge the living and the dead?

Yes, I believe.

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting?
Yes, I believe.

[Name], do you desire to be baptized?
Yes, I do.
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The pastor pours water three times on the head of each candidate while saying:

(P) Tegan Lauren Meador, 1 baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

A white garment may be placed on the newly baptized.
The pastor places his hands on the head of the newly baptized while saying:
(P} The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new
birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you
with His grace to life -I« everlasting.

Amen.

P} Peace I~ be with you.
Amen.

All return to their places.

Stand
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Tune and text: Public domain
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Pastor:

As we begin a new Church Year, let us put behind us everything in the past that
would disqualify us from a new life, and remembering our Baptism, we boldly
petition our Savior Jesus Christ, seeking for our entry into His presence and His plan
and future for us, saying, stir up Your power, O Lord, and come,

that by Your protection we may be rescued from the threatening perils of our
sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance.

What are those threatening perils? I now ask you before God, who searches the
heart, do you sincerely confess that you have sinned against God and deserved His
wrath and punishment?

I do confess.

So you should confess as Holy Scripture says, “If we say we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”

Do you also repent of all your sins committed in thought, word, and deed?
I do repent.

So you should repent as did King David, who prayed for a contrite heart; Peter, who
wept bitterly; the sinful woman; the prodigal son; and others.

Do you sincerely believe that God, by grace, for Jesus’ sake, will forgive you all
your sins?
I do believe.

So you should believe as Holy Scripture declares, “God so loved the world, that He
gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal
life.”

Do you promise that with the aid of the Holy Spirit you will amend your sinful life?
I do promise.

So you should promise for Christ the Lord says, “Let your light shine before others,
so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in
heaven.”



Finally, do you believe that through me, a called servant of God, you will receive the
forgiveness of all your sins?

People: I do believe.

Pastor:  As you believe, even so may it be to you. Upon this, your confession, I, by virtue of

my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God
to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ¥ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

Pastor:  Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come,
People: that by Your protection we may be rescued from the threatening perils of our

sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance. Amen.

Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Stand

P) O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent,
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

(P) Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the ~I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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® Let us pray.

(P) Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued
from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Old Testament Reading Isaiah 64:1-9

'Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down,
that the mountains might quake at your presence—
2 as when fire kindles brushwood
and the fire causes water to boil—
to make your name known to your adversaries,
and that the nations might tremble at your presence!
3When you did awesome things that we did not look for,
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.
“From of old no one has heard
or perceived by the ear,
no eye has seen a God besides you,
who acts for those who wait for him.
SYou meet him who joyfully works righteousness,
those who remember you in your ways.



Behold, you were angry, and we sinned;

in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved?
®We have all become like one who is unclean,

and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment.
We all fade like a leaf,

and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
"There is no one who calls upon your name,

who rouses himself to take hold of you;
for you have hidden your face from us,

and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities.
8But now, O LORD, you are our Father;

we are the clay, and you are our potter;

we are all the work of your hand.
?Be not so terribly angry, O LORD,

and remember not iniquity forever.

Behold, please look, we are all your people.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

“I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given
you in Christ Jesus, >that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all
knowledge—?®even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you—7'so that
you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus
Christ, *who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
°God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
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Holy Gospel Mark 13:24-37
P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the thirteenth chapter.
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24[Jesus said:] “In those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the
moon will not give its light, ?>and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in
the heavens will be shaken. 26And then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds
with great power and glory. 2’And then he will send out the angels and gather his elect
from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.

28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out
its leaves, you know that summer is near. 2So also, when you see these things taking
place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 3°Truly, I say to you, this generation
will not pass away until all these things take place. *'Heaven and earth will pass away,
but my words will not pass away.

32“But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven,
nor the Son, but only the Father. 3*Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when
the time will come. **It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts
his servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to stay awake.
35Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in
the evening, or at midnight, or when the cock crows, or in the morning— 3¢lest he come
suddenly and find you asleep. >’ And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
Having confessed our Christian faith along with Tegan in her Baptism, we’ll continue
with the children’s message.

Children's Message



Sit

332 Savior of the Nations, Come
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That the Lord chose such a birth.
Wom - an’s off - spring, pure and fresh.
God was there up - on His throne.
His he - 10 - ic course be - gan.

5  God the Father was His source,
Back to God He ran His course.
Into hell His road went down,
Back then to His throne and crown.

6 For You are the Father’s Son
Who in flesh the vict’ry won.
By Your mighty pow’r make whole
All our ills of flesh and soul.

7  From the manger newborn light
Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides;
In this light faith now abides.

A8 Glory to the Father sing,
Glory to the Son, our king,
Glory to the Spirit be
Now and through eternity.
Text (sts. 3, 6-7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4-5, 8):
© 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn
License no. 110001897
Text (sts. 1-2) and tune: Public domain

Sermon



(P] The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in

Christ Jesus.
Amen.

Stand
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Sharing the Peace
Sit
Offering
Stand
Prayer of the Church
(P) In peace, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

Brief silence

LSB 192

(P} For unashamed hope in the Lord’s return, that sustained by His Holy Spirit, we may

have joy at the advent of Christ, our Savior, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.



For the Church as she enters another Church Year, that God would enrich His saints
in every way, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For Matthew, our Synod president; Steven, our district president; John, our circuit
visitor; and all pastors in Christ, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For all Christians, that called into the fellowship of God’s Son, we would be
sustained in our hope as we wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For husbands and wives, that they would live in love and service to each other; for
fathers and mothers, that they would bring up their children in the fear and
instruction of the Lord; and for all children, that honoring their parents, they would
be well equipped for service to their neighbors in this life, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For our governing authorities, that peace and order would be preserved in our nation;
for Donald, our president; Kimberly, our governor; our military and police; all other
civil servants as well as all newly elected officials; and for a spirit of unity and
cooperation among the people of our land and the nations of the world, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For all those in any danger, trouble, sickness or need /especially /;
for an end to the pandemic; and for those who mourn, [especially ¥
that they would hope confidently in the resurrection, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

Into Your hands, Father, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196

(P)

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.



For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Thanksgjﬁving LSB 200
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

Let us pray.
O Lord God, heavenly Father, by the blessed light of Your divine Word You have
led us to the knowledge of Your Son. Grant us the grace of Your Holy Spirit that we
may ever walk in the light of Your truth and, rejoicing with sure confidence in
Christ, our Savior, be brought unto everlasting salvation; through the same Jesus
Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

® The Lord be with you.
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We know not, oh, we know not What joys a - wait us there:
The Prince is ev - er with them; The day - light is se - rene;
They sing to Christ their lead - er, Who con - quered in the fight,
In mer - ¢y, Je - sus, bring us To that e - ter-nal rest
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The ra-dian-cy of glo-ry, The bliss be-yond com -pare!
The cit -y of the bless-ed Shines bright with glo - rious sheen.
Who won for them for - ev - er Their gleam-ing robes of white.
With You and God the Fa - ther And  Spir - it, ev - er blest.

Text and tune: Public domain
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